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OUR PATKUNS:

MESSAGES

Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Pitadhipathi Jagadguru Sri Sankaracharya Swamigal Mutt,
Kancheepuram: His Holiness is glad to hear that a Commemoration Volume is being brought
out to place on record the valuable services rendered to the cause of education and to the spread
of Advaita Philosophy by SriV.S. Gopalakrishna Aiyar, a Veteran Kulapati, and sends his
blessings to Sri Gopalakrishna Aiyar for his long life, prosperity and health, so that he may
continue his services to the spread of Advaita Philosophy which he holds so dear.

M. Ct. Muthiah, Bedford House, Vepery: I am glad to learn that you
contemplate issuing a Commemoration Volume in connection with Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna
Aiyar’s retirement. During his headmastership of our boys’ school, he has spared no effort to keep
up its best traditions built up by his predecessors. ,I am glad that he will continue to be a member

of the Board of Management of both the Schoolsand give his valuable advice and assistance.
T wish him the best of health in his retirement.

M. Ct. Pethachi, Bedford House, Vepery, Madras: As Headmaster of the School,
Mr. V. S. Gopalakrishna Aiyar did much, in his inimitable and singularly unassuming manner, to
place the School in its present high position. His duties as head of the School he did extremely
well ; in his work he left nothing to be desired. Asan individual, Mr. Gopalakrishna Aiyar has

been an amiable and pleasing person ; his devotion to work and conscientiousness always made a
striking impression upon those who came in contact with him.

After 19 years as Head of the School, Mr. Gopalakrishna Aiyar has stepped down from the
headship he held since 1938. Though Mr. Gopalakrishna Aiyar is no longer at the helm of the
institution, it is heartening to know that he is associated with the two schools as their Corres-

pondent. In the years that lie ahead of him, I sincerely wish Mr. Gopalakrishna Aiyar long life
and good health.

T. Rajagopalan, M A, BL, Adyar, Madras: I am happy to learn that yeu are
arranging a farewell function on the retirement of my Guru, Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Aiyar,
Probably I belong to one of the earliest sets of pupils that studied under him. Even to this day,

I vividly remember his handling of the Elementary Mathematics and Optional Mathematics
Classes. He has spent the best part of his life in this institution which has grown with him jn

stature. He has endeared himself to one and all by his simple and unassuming manners and in
fact, T say that he has become an institution by himself.

I pray that he may enjoy his well-earned rest in retirement over the years to come.

Swami Rajeswarananda, M.A, D, Litt.: Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Aiyar is not only a
popular Headmaster of an Educational Institution with an impressive record of service but one
who is-an embodiment of Vedanta. His religious classes are not only regular and prompt but
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bright and brilliant, based on the healthy exposition of Bhagavan Sri Sankara’s works. His achieve-
ments are unique in the spiritual field. He is aseasoned and solemn Scholar, Thinker and Interpre-
ter. He is well known for his rare courdge of advaitic conviction and expression of the Consciousness

of the Divine in man, bird and beast.

: . K. Venkataswami Naidu, B.A. B.L., Appah Gardens, Madras-10.: Among the most
important High Schools in the City of Madras, Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chettiar High School is one.
Unhesitatingly West Madras people send their children to this school. This school has produced
very good results and is known for its efficiency and discipline. It is not easy to maintain such a
high standard in such a big school. This was possible to a great extent by the hard and steady
work of its great Headmaster, Mr. V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer. He is simple, unostentatious, firm
and determined to do his job well. He is a great Scholar and his lectures are always interesting.
His piety, exemplary character and sincerity have evoked the admiration and respect of
his comrades and pupils. The fact that he continues as the Correspondent of the
School shows the great confidence the management always reposes in him. Dr. Alagappa
Chettiar anl Sri M. Ct. Chidambaram Chettiar always loved and respected Mr. Iyer.
May God grant our beloved Headmaster good health and more years of useful work !

‘ T. M. P, Mahadevan, M.A., Ph.D. I have known Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Aiyar for a
number of years, and have admired his great qualities of head and heart. He has been an ideal
Acharya guiding generations of students along the path of rectitude and lofty living. Having

received training in Vedanta from a great scholar he has been discharging the debt to his guru |
in an eminent way. May Sri Gopalakrishna Aiyar be blessed with long life and health so that %

his services in the field of education and philosophy be available for many more years to come !

. C. V. C. T. V. Venkatachalam Chettiar, Secretary, Dr. Alagappa Chettiar
Educational Trust and Asoka Charitable Trust: On the occasion of your bringing out
a Commemoration Volume to honour your predecessor Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer, I have great
pleasure, on behalf of the Asoka Charitable Trust, the Dr. Alagappa Chettiar Educational Trust
and my own, to record our genuine appreciation of Sri Gopalekrishna Iyer’s Association with us
all these years. In a sense we look upon him as our own “ master ’, since he was the master of
our late lamented Founder President, Dr. Rm. Alagappa Chettiar. Every time I had occasion to
move with him, Sri Gopalakrishna Iyer struck me as a man of genuine disposition, mature wisdom
and human sympathy. His guidance to the M. Ct. M. Chidambaram Chettiar Memorial Prepara-
tory School as its honorary Correspondent is a matter of singular pride and privilege to our Trust.
I join you and the many friends of Sri Gopalakrishna Iyer in wishing him long years of peace

and health.

S. A. Aiyaswamy Chetty, M.A, B.L, Chief Presidency Magistrate, Madras: Iam!

delighted to know that you are bringing out a commemoration -volume in honour of Sri V. S.
GopaldKristma Iyer who was the headmaster of our High School for a long period. During
his regime as Headmaster, our High School has grown from strength to strength, and he richly

[ i ]

deser v¢
Sri Vv |

great
Sir M

1 founc
quiet :
details

monum

permi+

Aiyar.

succe 1
Headm:
to th\, S
he cort
Headm:

Studen
lift and
astu 1
by the
I haa t
the 1 ‘¢
to both
to relisi
his b~-t
the mar
teach, h
serve th
the Aimr

Madras
OCCaSi .:

High Sc



deserves the honour. It is my sincere prayer that the Almighty may be pleased to grant
Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer a long lease of happy, healthy and prosperous life.

U. B. Muhamad Sarwar, BA, L.T. District Educational Officer: It gives me
zreat pleasure to place on record the distingnished services of Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer to
Gir M. Ct. Muthiah ‘Chettiar High School, Purasawakam, Madras.

During the three years and odd of my stay in Madras as District Educational Officer,
I found in him a self-less indefatigable worker in the field of education. His winning smile,
quiet, unobtrusive manners, lovable qualities of head and heart and his meticulous care for
details impressed me very much.

The preparatory school, and . the very scheol he was the Headmaster of, stand as living
monuments of his devotion to work and scholarship.

He deserves a sfatue to perpetuate his memory.

K. Swaminathan, M.A,, Retired Principal, Govt. Arts College, Madras: Please

permit me to pay my humble tribute of gratitude and admiration to Mr. V. S. Gopalakrishna
Aiyar. A man of vast learning and genuine spiritual experience, he has naturally been a most

successful teacher, who has inspired many generations of pupils to noble endeavour, and a great
Headmaster who has by his example and encourgement induced his colleagues to give of their best
to the school. It is the good fortune of the management and of the public of Purasawakam that
he continues to serve the school with undiminished zeal even after his formal retirement from
Headmastership.

N. Subramanian, BA. LT, Assistant Secretary, The Ramakrishna Mission
Students’ Home, Mylapore: Bernard Shaw speaks of two classes of men, those who
lift and those who lean. Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer belongs to the former class. Even as
a student, he was calm and serene and eager to help. By his simplicity and quiet dignity and
by the way in which he moved and talked he elevated those who came in contact with him.
I had the privilege of being his classmate from 1914 to 1916 in the Intermediate classes under
the late revered Sri S. Vasudevachariar, whose silent influence, I believe, contributed not a little
to both of us choosing the teaching profession and both of us devoting a great part of our leisure
to religious st*udies. Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer has been an ideal teacher, not only giving of
his best to his students but also helping actively in the shaping of educational policy and in
the management of educational institutions. He is an institution by himself. ~He loves to
teach, he loves to study ; he loves his students and he loves God. May he continue to love and

serve the young in his ripe wisdom and experience for yet another generation is my prayer to
the Almighty.

T. Chengalvaraya Pillai, B A, LT, Headmaster, Pachaiyappa’s College School,
Madras-l : I deem it a pleasure and privilege to send my greetings and felicitations on the
occasion of honouring Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer, B.A., L.T., Retired Headmaster, Sir M. Ct. M.
High School, Madras, for his noble services. '
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I have known Sri Gopalakrishna Iyer for well nigh 25 years and I have never hesitated
to emulate his virtues and commend them to my friends. I have not seen him losing his temper

or uttering a word that would offend anyone. An unassuming teacher with clear cut ideas about =0l
men and matters, he goes about discharging his duties with meticulous care and courage of .,
conviction. His ever smiling bright face with sparkling eyes have always signified to me his ide
unblemished iife, devotion to spiritual pursuits and a readiness to respond to any call for i1
service in the cause of children, . ‘ gut
He played a noble part in shaping the High School he had served long with credit, and hl.i
in counselling the two distinguished philanthropists. for starting the Lady Muthiah Chettiar ent
High School and the Chidambaram Chettiar Memorial Preparatory School for both of which ke
is Hony., Correspondent. He has placed the enlightened public of West Madras under a deep
debt of gratitiide by supplying the two long felt needs. ’
I wish him many more years of peaceful, retired Iife so that his experience and wisdom d h
may be available to the younger generation wedded to the cause of children’s education. Catt
i acd
i T si
Sri N. K. Thirumalachari, The National Education Society, Madras: I feel it
a great privilege to join in the tributes paid so handsomely to Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer, Hiel
Saintly Headmaster, Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chettiar High School, Purasawakam, Madras. I have ;. g
known him for over a quarter of a century and I am yet to come across a person so modest, S:‘:o
so self-composed, so God-fearing and so devoted to his work as Sri V. S, Gopalakrishna Iyer. He of it
is just the person who possesses all the qualities described by Sri Bhagavan in Bhagavat Gita.
During his regime as Head of the Institution, he has created an atmosphere of Saintliness and
Godliness in his school and the students have been particularly lucky in having him as thei; b. h
Patricia Potestas. He deserves 2 well-earned rest and he will have more time and leisure now
to aevote himself exclusively to the propagation of Hindu ideals. In every sense of the term
he isa Karmayogin. I wish him a very long life and excellent health, S
Ivic
: wi' b
N. Sankaran, Ma, LT, Deputy Commissioner, Corporation of Madras: Throt
I have known Sri Gopalakrishna Iyer for nearly a decade and a half. The progress which has s¢
the School has made and the high reputation it has attained in the sphere of secondary w2 o
education in this City is in no small measure due to his great and sincere efforts. He isa born sons y
teacher with innate quality and great learning—simple, pious and unostentatious, but deep and Unosk
stern in his determination and endeavours. Those who have moved with him have held him with ¢
in great esteem and always felt the nobility of his mind and thought. organi
Apa}t from the approbation of the general public for his great qualities and services in
the educational field, students who have had the privilege of studying under him will always | T
remember him for his learning and qualities. F
Sri Gopalakrishna Iyer with his characteristic briskness and alertness, while in service :I
and even after retirement, is not keeping idle but doing great service in the philosophical and 8
L. ‘ . . . . . . gl Gopal:
religious spheres. He is a great scholar in Sanskrit and his discourses on the Gita, Upanishads, | i of £
etc., are proving very beneficial to hundreds who have the privilege of attending his classes. _‘ ; posifi;
I joifi you and others not only in paying our humble tribute to him but also in the prayers §8 public
the. i

for his long life, health and greater services.
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. P. Sambamurti, Head of the Department of Indian Music, Madras University:
South India has produced eminent Headmasters and to that galaxy belongs Mr. V. S. Gopala-
krishna Iyer who has retired after a long and meritorious service. He is an example of the
ideal Acharya described in our literature. Sincere to the core, he easily earned the love and
admiration of his colleagues and students. He served the institution with great devotion, zeal and
enthusiasm. Unostentatious by nature, he impressed every one who came into contact with him by
his simplicity and depth of learning. If Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chettiar High School enjoys a high
prestige in the educational world today, it is not a little due to the indefatigable energy,
enthusiasm, far-sightedness and efficient administration of Mr. Gopalakrishna Iyer.

Rajambai Govindarajan, M.A, L.T., Headmistress, Lady .Muthiah Chettiar High
School, Purasawakam: Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer is one of the most distinguished edu-
cationists of South India. Madras City in general, and Purasawakam in particular, owes a deep
debt of gratitute to him. The Sir M. Ct. M. Boys’ High School owes its present pre-eminent
position to his patient labours and spirit of devotion.

Much of the spade work in connection with the inauguration of Lady M. Ct. M. Girls’
High School was done by Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer. Since he became correspondent of both
the High Schools, he has been looking after their interests with equal zeal. We; in the Girls’
School can never forget the innumerable ways in which he has helped us to achieve our ideal
of imparting.sound education to the girls of the locality.

We shall always cherish his memory and wish him many years of continued service to
both the schools.

Sri T. P. Sreenivasavaradan, M.L.C., President, South India Teachers’ Union: The
services which Sri V. S, Gopalakrishna Iyer has rendered to the cause of education in South India
will be remembered with gratitude by members of the teaching profession in the Madras State,
Throughout his career as a teacher and as a Headmaster, he has shown them the way. He
has served the present institution for nearly three decades with single-minded devotion. He
was one of the few who stuck to it when it faced financial difficulties. All glory to such per-
sons who serve institutions through thick and thin, unmindful of their own interests.
Unostentatious, deeply religious, and ever anxicus and ready to share his spiritual knowledge
with others, Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer has always closely associated himself with teachers’
organizations and taken part in all discussions on subjects educational and professional.

May the Almighty, giver of all gifts, bless him with long life, perfect hedlth, and con-
tinued service in the cause of education !

K. Seetharama Rao, Proprietor, Hotel Dasaprakash: I have known Sri V. S.
Gopalakrishna Iyer for more than 20 years. He has been a distinguished Educationist and many
of the prominent sons of this country have passed through his hands and now occupy responsible
positions in life. I have always found him to be an amiable person and very obliging to the
public. He is simple in his habits, God-fearing in nature and a great devotee, well-versed in
the Gita ; and in addition to being a Sanskrit scholar of repute, has been regularly delivering
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ectures on the Bagavatam, etc.  Sri Gopalakrishna Iyer carries his-age lightly on his shoulders.
Though he has retired from the service of Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chettiar High School, all his
good friends wish him well-earned rest and send a prayer to God Almighty to give him good
health, long life and prosperity in plenty.

The Rt. Reyv. D. Chellappa, M A, D D., Bishop of Madras: When I was headmaster
of St. Paul’s School, Vepery, between 1937 and 1954, my esteemed friend, Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna
Iyer, was either on the staff of Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chettiar High School or its heédmaster. "The
proximity of the two schools to each other, necessarily brought us together from time to time, as

there were several points of contact both between the headmasters and between the schools.

Mr. Gopalakrishna Iyer was a true Guru of the old school in the best sense of the word. The
inspiration of his life was his religion. He was meek and mild, and could not easily bring himself
to hurt either his colleagues or even his young charges. He was consequently held in much respect
by all who knew him. Our relations as fellow-headmasters were the most cordial.

I am very glad to send this message, and I wish the function every success. I trust that
Mr. Gopalakrishna Iyer will accept this message and the fuaction as small tokens of the
affection in which he is held by his former colleagues and by his friends.

May he be spared to us for many years to come to be our philosopher, friend and guide !

V. Emberumanar Chetty: It gives me great pleasure to mention a few words about
our retired Headmaster, Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer. My association with him has been over
twenty years starting from the time I wasa student of Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chettiar High School.
Even after the lapse of years, I'still recollect the manner in which he conducted himself with
the students who always approached him with utmost reverence and affection.

He is one of those who dedicated themsdlves to the cause of education. This fact will
be born out by almost everyone in West Madras. The fact that Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chettiar
High School and allied Educational Institutions occupy a fore-most place in the world of educa-
tion is due to the unstinted efforts of Sri V.S. Gopalakrishna Iyer and there cannot be two
opinions' about it. His eagerness for promoting culture can also be observed in his readiness to
permit other public Institutions and Culture Associations to make use of the school premises to
conduct their classes, meetings and the like.

Though the concerned institutions will be missing the personal guidance of Mr. Gopala-
krishna Iyer, it is our duty to wish him all prosperity and happiness in his retired life.




DR. A. LAKSHMANASWAMI MUDALIAR, DR, U KRISHNA RAO,
President of the Celebration. Chairman of the Farewell Committee.
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SRI V. S. GOPALAKRISHNA AIYAR,
Retiring Headmaster.




Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer
Commemoration Volume
HAVE AN IDEAL AND FOLLOW IT

Why is Sage Vyasa called Veda Vyasa ?
He classified the Vedas and presented them to
mankind in a way intelligible to it. The
Vedas are vast and the work was stupendous.
But Veda Vyasa’s powers of mind were super-
human and his devotion to his work excluded
every other interest in life. He dedicated
himself to his work.

What for did he doso? To be called Veda
Vyasa ? Stuff ! How could he know that on
a later day the world was going to be sensible
enough to recognize his value and noble
enough to be grateful to him? He undertook
and executed his task just that you and I
might differ from the beast, that mankind
might know good from bad. He did it just
for what the Gita calls Lokasangraham.

It is gratifying that even in these degene-
rate days men are to be found to enshrine
Vyasa’s teachings in their hearts. It is
gratifying because, while great men are rare,
men recognizing greatness are rarer still.
Johnsons are indeed rare, but Boswells are
even rarer. ‘“ Give me the man,” (one might
say nowadays, adopting Prince Hamlet's
language), *that will pick out his ideal man
from history and follow him as his guiding

Plain Living and

Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Aiyar’s retire-
ment from the Headmastership of the school
marks the end of an epoch inits history
during which there has been coritinued pro-
gress in the school. During his long period
of office, the Headmaster worked with rare
zeal and devotion and the school is now one
of the premier schools in the city. By
nature simple and unostentatious, he went
about his work with quiet dignity and ins-
pired respect from all concerned for his
saintly character and wide learning. He
personifies in himself the ancient Indian
ideal of plain living and high thinking. In

(

I

light ; I'll hug him to my bosom, nay, enclose
him in my heart of hearts.” Those among us
that know a great teacher and doer of public
good that is foitunately with us to-day will
surely feel gratified that the public of Madras
who have listened to Mr. V. S. Gopalakrishna
Ayyar’s discourses have not only profited by
listening to them but are eager to translate
into practice as many of his precepts as are
possible to them. It is highly refreshing to us
that Mr. Gopalakrishna Ayyar has not sowed
on sterile soil and that he enjoys the happiness
of the planter who sees crowds gathering at
the foot of his tree on a hot day and enjoying
the shade and fruit of it. As for us, his friends
and admirers, great and lasting will be our
happiness if we see his noble example adopted
in practice by his innumerable hearers and if
each one of them proves another Gopalakrishna
Ayyar. Then the world will really add a
cubit to its stature ; then men will do work
not because work brings wages but because
work is worship ; then men will do good not
in the expectation of a return but just in the
way of the cow yielding milk to mankind and
the cloud blessing the earth with its gentle
rain.’

Pror. P. A. SUBRAHMANYA AYYAR, M.A.

High Thinking

addition to his onerous duties as Head-
master of the Boys’ School, he has also been
the correspondent of the adjoining Girls’
High School. Besides the wider public have
reason to be grateful to him for his work in
the religious and cultural spheres. Heisa
fine example of a dedicated life worthy of
emulation. May God bless him with excel-
lent health and a peaceful and happy life
in his well-earned retirement !

It is pleasing to note that Sri Gopala-
krishna Aiyar had been receiving the un-
stinted co-operation and support of the
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management who had the fullest confidence
in his stewardship. No wonder the school
has grown from strength to strength.

School-going boys have now many advan-
tages which their predecessors fifty years
ago lacked. There were then fewer schools
and most of them were not housed in
spacious and well-ventilated buildings ; nor
were all of them so well-equipped. Boys
then had no extra-curricular activities worth
speaking. Many schools had no play-
grounds of their own. Boys were mostly
confined to their books and had no oppor-
tunity of widening their outlook or straight-
ening out their angularities. There was no
scouting, no N.C.C., no excursion parties
and no exhibitions. All these defects have
now been happily remedied. Schools are
now better housed and better equipped.
There is now greater scope for individual
attention and there are greater facilities for
widening the boys’ outlook and knowledge.
More than all, they have the proud privilege
of being educated in Free India with a
National Government keen on spreading
the benefits of education and anxious to
spend liberally for its advancement. Let
us hope the pupils would profit by the in-
creased facilities afforded to them and
benefit themselves for the service of the
country.

After the advent of independence, it has
become a fashion to talk of reform and this
has spread even to the field of education.
But the voice of the teacher has not been
heard on this matter or if heard at all, only
very feebly. Education is not a politician’s
job. There should be no change for the
sake of change and be it remembered that
whatever may have been the evils of foreign
rule, the foundations of a sound and liberal
education were well and truly laid by the
Britisher. If we cannot improve, let us not

spoil. In these matters, it is essential that |

teachers should have an effective say as
specialists in their job. Yet we do not find
them well and sufficiently organised to give

expression to their considered and collective -
opinion. The reason isnot far to seek. 8

The lot of the school teacher does not
appear to be an enviable one. Considering
the service he renders to society, his emolu-
ments are entirely inadequate and if he is
a man with a large family, he has hardly

a hand to mouth existence with his meagre = :
pay. If heis to work with the maximum ~ 3§

efficiency, he should be kept above want

at least of the bare necessities of life 3

for himself and his family. It is not
enough he keeps budy and soul together.

Teachers are even forbidden to have private

tuitions after school hours to supplement
their income, as it might impair their
efficiency. All the more reason, therefore,
that they should be better paid and must
have a minimum living wage which must
be decent and commensurate with their
work. It is no use simply telling them that
they are discharging a noble mission and
must be self-denying. These are days of
planning and enlightened public opinion
should see that education has first priority
and the teacher is kept at an efficient level.
The school is not merely the building nor is
it a factory for the training of the young.
It is a temple of learning and its usefulness
depends on the spirit which animates the
teachers and the atmosphere which they
create by example and precept.

In conclusion, I am indebted to the Com-
mittee for having given me the opportunity
of paying my humble tribute to Sri Gopala-
krishna Aiyar and incidentally I have taken
the liberty of giving expression to afew
random thoughts which occurred to me.

V. RAJAGOPALACHARIAR, M.L.,
Advocate.




A Happy Life

I do not think T have met a happier man
these last two decades than the Headmaster
of Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chettiar High School,
Madras, Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer. The
thought of him keeps joggling through my
mind like a pleasant and soothing tune, for
he is one who found delight in his duty as
a humble teacher, avoided the bustle and
humdrum of life, and trekked along the
alleys of peace and virtue. True to the
words of Solomon, the wisest of the wise, he
honoured truth and found no wisdom in his
own eyes. He is one who made his life a
pllgrlmage to the shrines of wisdom and
lived in the fear of God. In him the words
of the prophets resounded :

‘Happy is the man who findeth wisdom
and the man that getteth under-
standing.

For the merchandise of it is better
than the silver, merchandise of and
the gain thereof than fine gold.

She is more precious than rubies,
and all things thou canst desire
are not to be compared unto her’.

The sages and savants of India echoed
the same truth ‘Vidya Dhanam Sarva
Dhanah Pradhanam’. My friend is 2 hum-
ble exponent of this sacred and time hon-
oured statement and in the propagation of
his ideal, he accepted the cardinal philosophy
of the treasure trove of the East, the immor-
tal Bhagavat Gita-the sterling ideal
‘Nishkama Karma’. Perhaps my friend could
have sought better avenues of life, but I
feel his choice to be a teacher is only befit-
ting his taste and temperament.

Much as I appreciated the dedication of
his life to the task of education, so honest,
sane, yet sensitively delicate, I admired the
teacher in him more. He seemed to me
one of those rarest of creatures, a happy
man. Many people, of course, reach a con-
tentment, but frequently it is simply
because they are sluggish. But this man is
clearly living in his spirit just as he is
living in the flesh. At times, of course, he

[
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must be dissatisfied with himself, but never,
I think, radically dissatisfied, never touch-
ing anything that could be called despair,
for in pursuit of an idezl, the fluctuations
of fortune had no direct bearing. In a
ceaseless effort to do better and improve
the art of teaching, he must have forgotten
the ravages of time on him and his material
possessions.

This small scrawl is not a catalogue of
reminiscences but a humble study of the
internal forces that impelled my friend into
his remarkable career as a teacher.

My friend has nothing of that restless
and insatiable vanity. There are times
when I feel that a teacher’s life is monoton-
ous since it consists so largely in moving
from one class to another and chewing the
cud. T dare to make the comment on the
creative calling, for I am a teacher myself.
Much should be forgiven us, however, be-
cause of our dreary occupation, which keeps
us indoors churning away our thoughts and
fancies, and lacks bustle and chat, and a
cheerful activity of the body. But beneath
the drudgery of our task lurks the pleasure
of being creative, and it is this impeccable
virtue that keeps my friend cheerful amidst
the dull and drab environments.

Gibbon the great writer said that
‘solitude is the school of genius’ but my
friend found solitude in his school.  The

simplicity of his life is extreme. He smokes
no tobacco, drinks no alcohol, but he uses a
drug, the drug of dedication to his duty.

Some knew one aspect of my friend, some
another. I wondered then if any knew him
at all, or could imagine his purpose in life,
the frontiers of his being. Could he have
grown old ? Had he ever been young ? Like
Plato he felt deeply that what gives life its
value is the sight, however revealed, of
Eternal Beauty. Asaman my friend is
imperious but retiring, logical yet intuitive
and profoundly impressive.
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To the youth in general and not least to
South Indian Youth-he set an example by
the lessons of his life which combined
simplicity with dedication to duty. His
passionate self-dedication to the testament
of the great humanities is a standard and
touchstone of reality in life.

The living voice of my friend called unto
many a heart,

‘Discretion shall preserve thee,
understanding shall keep thee,
My son, keep thy father’s command-
ment,
and forsake not the law of thy
mother.
For the commandment is a lamp,
and the law is light,

The Greatness

T, .ustitutions stand out as very
potent factors of influencein democracy, the
newspaper and the teacher. Newspapers
can inflame or inform their readers’ minds.
To the extent they carry out the latter
function successfully, the newspapers do a
real, signal and lasting service to the
nation. Newspapers mainly concern them-
sclves with adults while teachers have to
work with children and youngsters, all of
them at a very impressionable age. Their
attitude to the childien under their care
will very largely shape their future behavi-
our in society.

It is quite a well known fact that a
student does not remember all the teachers
under whom he has studied; only a very
few stand out in his memory. And they
will be the ones that have in some manner
influenced his life. Such teachers are really
great, though few. The greatness of a
teacher thus gets measured by the extent
to which he has charged his students with
ideas or ideals worth remembering while the
rest of the information taught to him has
been consigned to the limbo.

4

and reproofs of instruction are the
way of life’.

Age cannot wither nor custom stale the
everlasting values of the sacred truths
voiced by him. Many with his instruction
followed the ‘kindly light’ and on the eve
of his retirement from active work, I wish
him a long life and peaceful days. I wish
him to spend his days in Dreamthrop where
waters wash white pebbles and willows
watch their beauty in placid lagoons,
where Father-Time would measure his
steps majestically, but calmly.

J. LAKSHMINARAYANA, M.A.,
Principal, Jayanti Tutorial College.

of a Teacher

The ways in which the teacher influences
his students vary from teacher to teacher,
no two teachers adopting the same method
for the purpose. The writer remembers his
early impressions, say of 1915 to 1919, of
such great teachers in the missionary insti-
tution, St, Joseph High School, Cuddalore,
in which he studied. The missionary
teachers of those days evinced true educa-
tional zeal and their students remember
them with affection and gratitude. It was
the custom in that school that a student
should produce transcription of a page in
English and a page in Tamil, daily. All
the note-baoks from all the classes would be
collected and sent up to one of the ‘“Fathers”
who would unflaggingly go through all the
gooand odd note-booksevery day. He would
later visit the classes with the note-books
with shabby handwriting and cane the
erring students. The matter would not end
there. He would be watching whether
those students showed improvement subse-
quently and, on the slightest sign of
improvement, pat the boys on the back and
congratulate and encourage them. Such
individual attention was bestowed on all
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aspects of a student’s career at school, and
many are the students who think of the
school and those Reverend Fathers with
real gratitude and affection.

Sri V. S. G. Iyer is one such great
teacher. He has become an institution by
himself. Some years ago, I remember, he
was reported to have said that if he were
given the choice of a teacher's job on
Rs. 125 and an official one with higher
emoluments, he would unhesitatingly opt
for the former. Of such great men are
institutions made. They love the profes-
sion regardless of the emoluments. They
feel they have a mission to discharge. They

The V.S.G.

«V.S.G.” What these three letters con-
jure up in the mind of one who has known,
rather intimately, the personality whose
initials they are! For a decade and a half,
I have watched with profound admiration
the great traits which Sri V. S. Gopala-
krishna Iyer has revealed, as the Head-
master of Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chettia: High
School. His culture, wisdom, spirituai
eminence and force of character are too
well known to need mention. His role as
an exponent of Hindu Philosophy—the
Light of Wisdom—has evoked wide appre-
ciation,

The living spirit eternally renews itself
as it grows. Names and forms by which

"
-

My

I came in contact with my Chief in April,
1956, quite accidentally. Since then I have
been closely associated with him. To have
known him and moved with him is, to my
mind, the highest privilege vouchsafed to me.
To think of his goodness is a lesson on humi-
lity. It makes one feel several inches taller.
To think of his solid worth and precious
qualities makes one feel several inches shorter.

[

charge their students and send them into
the world as so many little potential angels
of enlightenment and service. His zeal and
spirit are traceable to his deeply religious
equipment and character. His charming
simplicity and affability have their springs
in his deep philosophical and religious up-
bringing and outlook. The silent forces of
power and peace that he has daily dis-
charged while engaged in the teaching pro-
fession are sure to hover round and
inspire the students who have had the pri-
vilege of studying under him.

V. KRISHNASWAMI SARMA,
Hon. Adviser, The Litile Flower Co.

That | Know

men are familiarly known are but the
leaves and blossoms of the eternal tree.
Viewed in this light, “V.S.G.”" represents
the spirit of the great institution whose
destinies he has guided with so much success
for nearly four decades, first as an assistant,
next as the first assistant, and eventually
as the Headmaster. Verily, the story of
his life is the story of religion in practice.
His shining example will live in the minds
of thousands of boys who have passed
through the portals of the School.

V. T. NEELAKANTAN

Chief

5

I was his Personal Assistant for a year. We
two sat and worked together in the same
room. I had, therefore, excellent opportuni-
ties to observe him at close range, with no
small profit and pleasure. To receive visitors
with a winning smile, to go to his classes in
time, to deal with cases of indiscipline with
gentleness and patience, to go the entire
round of administrative work with calm,
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unruffied, and quiet demeanour, to concentrate
attention on essentials and ignore mon-
essentials, and to tackle any individual or
situation with fairness and impartiality—these
were some of his iraits that I marked and
inwardly digested.

If dignified. restraint has been known to be
the hall mark of our ancient culture, my
Chief is a living embodiment of it. His
remarkable testraint in thought, word and
deed, obvious even to the most superficial
observer, is, as it were, an impregnable
fortress investing him with supreme power
and capacity, and thereby enabling him to
maintain a high level of discipline and recti-
tude  that know no  transgression.
Verily, the School is his temple, and work
there, his worship. : '

He has devoted all his leisure hours to the
dissemination of spiritual knowledge to groups
of aspirants all over the city. Thus, his
scholarship, overflowing sympathy and genial
personality have exercised a stupendous
influence not only on students and teachers in
his own sphere of activity, but also on the
wider world of culture and high pursuits.

The Educator and Social Values

1. The extent to which ancient Hindu
Society cherished Education in its scheme of
social values, was the degree of its progressive-
ness and vitality. Toa certain extent, the
problem was no doubt simplified by a domi-
nant agriculturist economy, with profound
dynamism. Food, clothing and shelter were
very simply organised, and, in our ancient
forest universities it is very probable that the
Preceptors neéded little more. They had fame
and respect, a respect, far greater than that
accorded to persons in mere political power,
and without the corruption of fear. In a word,
the Educator was to be envied, and not the
men of mor: accumulations ; this was a true
and healthy focus for a living community.

2.- Our problems today are intricate and
vast, Not the least of them is the domination

{
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Though he has seen sixty summers, he is }
brisk and resilient like a youth of twenty. §
He comes every day from Kodambakkam to
Purasawakam, enters his room in the 2nd floor
punctually at 2-3o p.m. and attends to the !

disposal of school papers. Now and then he §§&
teaches his grandchildren, enjoying, perhaps, 4

a veritable busman’s holiday !

Welcoming His Excellency the Governor of
Madras to the Diamond Jubilee celebrations &
of the School in January, 1952, the late lamen- &

ted M.Ct.M. Chidambaram Chettiar said, “We ==
want our children to grow into good men and 3
women and good citizens, ‘We want them to &

think and act rightly and {freely, to become &

men and women of integrity and moral worth, &

a body of healthy workers who will bring 5%
lasting good to themselves and to their coun- &

try.” How appropriate it is that the noble &

ideals of the great philanthropist and bene- &

factor were ardently pursued by a worthy

person like my Chief | How fortunate, indeed, §

we are that so wise and good a Chief guides
us in our march to the cherished goal !

S. NARASIMHAN, B.A., L.T.,
Headmaster, Sir M. Ct. M. High School.

1

of a many-sided economy, of a seepage to-
wards urban areas, devitalising the country-
side. Even from the nineteenth century on- °
wards, the Educator has begun to suffer, in
an altered, degraded scheme of social values.
Man exists only in relationship, and social
pressures are extremely powerful. It is ¢
foolish to think that more appeal to idealism,
or that the platitudes strewn in addresses to
gatherings of Educators, by those in power,
can be nutrition sustaining the depressed
teachers of youth.

3. No doubt there is a very gradual im-
provement visible. Organization has enhanced -
self-respect, and the State cannot but be sensi- &
tive to the crying need of the hour ; a revolu-
tion in social values which will accord the
Educator his true place, the true value of his
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function. But, on the contrary, the thonghtful
must realise the folly of imagining that this
can be accomplished by any mechanical means.
Scales of Pay and Allowances must be increas-
ed, compatible with the nation’s economy, to
enable a minimum self-respect. But it is quite
false to imagine that the true solution lies in
paying the Educator as much, say, as the
Engineer, In State policies, the brutal facts
of Economics cannot be withstood. Demand
and supply do dominate, and it is no use
merely creating a situation in which the rush
for jobs from those whose inner vocation is not
that of the teacher at all, results in the further
ugliness of alleged discrimination, or attempts
to procure influence.

. Even in highly progressive countries
like the United Kingdom, a Cambridge Pro-
fessor earns far less than a successful solicitor,
barrister or businessman, but the widespread
realisation of his social value, and his own
love of work, keep him contented and happy.
The Headmaster of a progressive or well-
known Preparatory School for the Universities,
enjoys a degree of social respect which is some-
times enviable. His salary may not at all be
proportionately impressive, though quite de-
cent, Why should not our Educators achieve a
similar social respect ? I am using that word,
deliberately. They must, first of all, be crea-
tive in their work, and keep their heads high.
In their relations with parents and public,
this inner sufficiency will be invisibly felt, al-
tering the social texture.  Of course, this is
not enough. It may even miserably fail, if
unaccompanied By a revolution in social
values. That revolution all thoughtful persons
must help to accomplish.

5. Our Society will lead tcwards catas-
trophe, if its current social values do not un-

Educational

A loud and persistent cry is heard in
several quarters that there is a fall in
our educational standards. But unfortu-
nately no one states specifically wherein
the deterioration lies. If factual knowl-
edge is the criterion, pupils of the pre-
sent day are no whit inferior to their

[
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dergo some radical transformation. We see
the vast hypocrisy of profession and practice
divided by a gulf, Where the money measure
dictates social value, ostentation and corrup-
tion will flourish. The sensitive individual
may merely seek isolation, or some form of
escape. But this is not a state of social health.
On the contrary, it points to disintegration.

6. I offer a very few constructive sugges-
tions, tentatively and with diffidence.

7. The treatment of the Educator by the
authorities must be characterised by imagina-
tive sympathy and respect. This applies
equally to the State, and to Trusts or Boards
of Private Management. Pride in the institu-
tion and the day’s work must be fostered, If
the Educator is building up the most vital
parcel of the future, the nation’s manhood, the
significance of this must be accepted in practi-
cal living. ~ When high officials and Ministers
of Government afford the Educator true res-
pect, the parents and public will follow. It is
refreshing that journalism is beginning to take
note of the Educator’s dynamic role. ‘Potted’
biographies of remarkable Headmasters, are
now appearing in widely-read Tamil journals.

8. We-often do this disservice (perhaps it
is our frailty as a nation) of recognising worth
after a man’s lifework is done, and he is no
more with us. This must be replaced by a
contemporary generosity of recognition. Above
all, the Educator must fulfil himself. He must
look the world in the face, and find his life
worth living.

M. ANANTANARAYANAN, I.C.S.
(An Old Boy)

Standards

predecessors. The introduction of the
mother tongue medium has made the
acquisition of knowledge very easy. The
Film and the Radio have proved useful
aids for the enrichment of the mind. The

- real difficulty, therefore, seems to lie in the

medium of instruction in the University
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stage.  Years ago, when all knowledge
was imparted through English even in the
High School, youngsters naturally had
very good grounding in the foreign lan-
guage. Their progress in colleges was also
assured because of their proficiency in
English. But now conditions are comple-
tely changed. It is not fair to expect of
youngsters the same high degree of skill
in an alien tongue as before, when they
have only a nodding acquaintance with it.
Elders, brought up in the old traditions
of intensive and almost passionate study
of English, cannot but be shocked at the
poor standard displayed by the present
generation of students. It is absolutely
not wise to swing back to a foreign
medium even in the High School stage in
our anxiety to restore standards as we
conceive them. A modicum of culture,
necessary for good life and enlightened
citizenship, can best be imparted only
through the mother tongue in the initial
stages of schooling. The solution, there-
fore, lies in teaching English most effec-
tively in view of its cultural value and
international importance.

The disquieting feature about youngs-
ters, however, is not so much' the paucity
of knowledge-content as the absence of
right attitudes. Education in a real sense
is the Science of Human Regeneration.
It must necessarily express itself and shine
resplendent in the work and conduct of
thosc that have come under its influence.
It has to be admitted that callous indif-
ference to higher vaiues characterises most
often the outlook of our educated youngs-
ters at present. This tragic tendency re-
flects itself in a bankruptcy of idealism,
soulless work and scant respect for consti-
tuted authority. Itis no wonder that
with such young men manning the different
Departments, efficiency is impaired and
progress is hampered. The blame for this
state of affairs is laid at the doors of the
educational ' system that has fashioned
them and the feeling gains ground that
standards in education have gone down.

Change does not always imply progress.
It is very probable that, in the wake of

[
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Freedom, the zeal for orientation of Edu.|
cation has jettisoned some of the good}
features that had stood the test of time,]
The new-fangled theories in Education are }
akin to the vitamin capsules that have in-}
vaded modern dietary. The simple whole-
some food evolved and taken by our elders %
had all the nutritive elements necessary for:
the building up of the body. Our for-3%
bears were blissfully ignorant of the novel
ailments that have become a part of civi-
lised life. In the same . manner, the
orthodox methods of instruction of the
past, produced all the good that modern
psychological research seeks to achieve.
The real value of instruction is to be
judged by the vitality it imparts to the
mind and by the capacity it communicates
for the assimilation of essential knowledge
by self-e ffort.  Under-nourishment is as
much an evil as over-feeding.  Misplaced ¢
solicitude that hasrecourse to spoon-feeding
in order to minimise imaginary strain to 3
the mind is a distinct disservice to the °
pupils. Vigorous and systematic exercise
alone can strengthen the mental fibre. Easy
ways and indolent habits can only tend to
atrophy the faculties of the mind. Vagnue
emphasis on activities as the m ost effective
medium of Jearning, hasled toa dissipation
of energies while the new type of questions
has encouraged superficiality. It is a
tragedy that the thirst for drinking deep
at the fountain of knowledge, is conspicu-
ous by its absence. Filthy magazines
which masquerade as light literature and
popular pictures which pander subtly to
lower tastes, distract the attention and
corrode the minds of youngsters. Study
of classics with diligence, attentiveness to
instruction with concentration and practice
of organized expression, are useful types of
ac ivity which contribute to the expansion
of the mind and which cannot there-
fore be overlooked. Memorization is a
definite intellectual tonic. Though it may
appear mechanical in the initial stages, it
has immense potentialities.

3
It 3

The old type of teachers, imbued with a'_-r"""% :
spirit of dedication and determined to toil!,g
conscientiously, irrespective of reward or_%
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South India was very irksome.

tecognition, is fast fading out. The new
generation that is fitfully stepping into its
place, is in the grip of strange ideologies,
born of a prosaic and matter-of-fact out-
look on life. If the tone of educational
institutions is to improve, the need for
teachers to supplement their inadequate
income by private tuition should be ruled
out. Affluent parents should deem it sinful
to exploit the impecuniosity of teachers to
secure success for their children by ques-
tionable means. Dependence on pale subs-
titutes for text-books should be sternly
discouraged. Examinations should become
real tests of diligence and earnestness. The
casual ability to identify and evaluate
isolated bits of information, does not cons-
titute knowledge. The desire for the pro-
duction of impressive statistics relating to
educational progress by the adoption of
artificial means, should disappear. Only
men of the right calibre with intrinsic worth
should fill positions of trust and responsi-
bility if efficiency and integrity are to be
ensured.

Moral instruction must be the very foun-
dation on which the educational edifice
should rest. A secular Stateis not and
cannot be a soulless State, a glorified mena-
gerie of sentient bipeds. It is true that it
cannot actively identify itself with any one

“faith so as to breed distrust in large sec-

tions. If the knowledge of the mother
tongue is necessary for the enrichment of
the mind, faith in one’s own religion is
essential for the illumination of the spirit.
If the study of the mother tongue is to be
actively encouraged, the practice of one’s
own religion has to be fostered. The awiful
crash of character that is very often in
evidence is due to the divorce of ethics
from life out of a mistaken notion of indi-
vidual liberty. This is a national calamity
which has cast its shadow on our educa-
tional institutions which only mirror life
in the outer world. Their quality will im-
prove as the national temper gets refined
by the sublimation of individual character
through deliberate and devoted effort. An
academic confidence in natural evolution
through the pursuit of personal idiosyn-
cracy, is a vain illusion. Abstract exhorta-
tion that character is the crown and glory
of life is not helpful. Experience has
shown that enlightened instruction, dyna-
mic faith, assiduous practice, a healthy
atmosphere and wholesome influence alone
can transfigure character and ennoble

Education.
S. BALAKRISHNA JOSHI,
Headmaster,
The Hindu Theological High School,
Madras.

Musings on my School Days

Two epochs stand out prominently in my
memory as the happiest periods of my school
and college days. One wasin the earlier forms
when work in our School was from 7 a.m. to
12 Noon, and not 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
other was the final year of the Medical College
when, in my time, there were no classes in the

-afternoon. The reason, obviously, is that we

worked only in the forenoon and the afternoons
were free.

I had always felt that sitting in the class-
rooms during the oppressive hot months in
Iam sure it

2 [
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must also be the experience of many, though
they may not give expression to it.

It fell to my lot after graduation to take
certain classes in the afternoons. Not only
did I feel miserable, but I found that I did no
good to the students. In the hot crowded
class-room, I could sense that the hcarts of the
boys were not in their work at all. I could
feel their inattention. It was writ large on
their faces and their general demeanour, Even
though my own heart was not in my work at
that time, yet most of my attempts, impelled
by a sense of duty, to make the lecture inte-
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resting by illustrations and diagrams on the
black-board and narration of interesting cases,
had not much effect. Often, I myself felt
sleepy. It almost looked like a half-sleepy
teacher lecturing to fully sleeping students.

In my College and School days, I had often
wished to be left alone tostudy my class-books
or other books as long as I liked, without the
disturbing thought that I could not go on like
that, but should have to attend to some other
work or that there was some other urgent
engagement which I should attend to. How I
Jonged that the whole afternoon and the night
were entirely at my disposal to enable me
to work as I liked !

Without beating about the bush, let me
come to the point. I am a crusader for chang-
ing the hours of work in schools and colleges.
7-30 a.m. to 12-30 or I p.m., in a day is enough
for any teacher to open the intellectual eye of
any hoy. More strain the boys cannot stand.
I will make a concession to exacting teachers
and educational authorities and let them have
the schools for 6 days in the week including
Saturday, but let it be only in the forenoons
and let the boys have the whole afternoons to
‘themselves.

We, as a nation, suffer from under-nourish
ment, 1 reckon the health of the boys will
considerably improve by the opportunity of
taking a square meal in the middle of the day
-and a rest after it.

Looking at this question from whatever
angle I may, I see nothing but advantages in
the proposed change. When I canvassed this
idea wilh some boys and teachers, one objec-
tion was that the boys would have to trudge
home in the hot sun after the close of the
school. The only way I can counter this
argument is that no matter whatplan you
draw up with the best of motives, there will be
'some loopholes and some objection to it on
some ground. But, on balancing the Pros and
Cons of this question, I firmly believe that the
pros will have it. If people plead for the
status quo, it is because they have got used to
it and instinctively are apprehensive of changes
per se.  The majority of people are not enter-
prising enough to think independently and
judge questions on their merits, but submit to
change only when it comesas a fiat from
above.

Refreshed after a good meal and rest, I am
able to concentrate on the dry text-books of

[

Medicine and Surgery, for two or more hours &
at a stretch.. There is also an added advantage
of reading lessons continuously for some length
of time as then we get a more connected idea
than what one would by piece-meal reading at
intervals. I was asked “What will the boys
eat in the mornings ? '—Their food time-table
will be thus wise—cold rice and curds in the -
morning, a cup of coffee or tea at about
10-15 a.m., 2 hearty meal at Tp.m,a cup of
tea or coffee at 4 p.m., and dinner at 8 p.m.,
ought to be quite satisfying, as it is uniformly
spread out during the day.

If the boys and girls are interested in games,
they will be able to give a better account of
themselves after some rest, than when they go
into the play-field from a class.

Asa corollary tothe change of hours of
work I have proposed, I suggest that the
Libraries of Schools and Colleges should be
open from 3 p.m.to g p.m. They need not
open in the mornings during class hours, as
the students then will not have the chance of
leisurely browsing in the library. Many of us
like the boys to spend a good amount of time
in a leisurely manner in the library. If I had
my own way, I will make the library the most
attractive place in the whole school or college,
where the students will be tempted to gravitate — |
as a matter of course. There isanother ad- = 3
vantage, We as a nation are very vociferous. ¢
If we are compelled to maintain silence for -
some time every day, the old vicious habit
may to a certain extent be cured. We, asa
nation, are also inconsiderate to the other
man’s interests. Having to maintain silence i
in a library out of consideration for others, .
we will slowly develop restraint even outside |
the library.
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The reform, I suppose, will benefit the
teachers in an equal measure. They will have
more leisure when they can sit down and think
out the ways and means of putting their ins-
tructions across in a very effective manner.
They will also improve in health and will have
opportunities of pursuing their hobbies, thus
enriching their own lives.

The scars caused by two teachers of mine
are indelible in my mind. One teacher
deducted some marks from my answer paper
on the plea of bad hand-writing so as to make
his favourite pupil come first and robbed me
of the first place in the class. If teachers are # |
to profit the boys by their example they must é', {
be impeccably fair and impartial. An essay
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narrating a few humorous episodes interspersed
with some witty remarks came in for such a
violent and deprecatory condemnation as to
damp my enthusiasm for essay writing.
Shortly after, a similar essay keyed in the
same pitch won such warm appreciation from
another lecturer that the former wounds were
to a large extent assuaged.

I would rather have a teacher branded as
weak and ineffective to be in charge of boys.
I have no use at all for teachers who are
unkind, harsh, sarcastic and cynical and who
gloat over their getting the better of the boys
by their devastating wit. Sarcasm and cyni-
cism cause deep wounds in the minds of boys
in their very impressionable age. Here is an
instance. In the lower classes we had just
begun the study of chemistry and come to the
subject of crystallization. One day I rushed up
to the teacher to announce what I then conceiv-
ed to be a discovery, that perspiration forms
crystals; for I noticed a gritty feeling on my
face while returning home after a busy game
in the field. He laughed outright in my face
and held me up to ridicule before the whole
class the next day, but he never told me how
I was wrong. An unresolved doubt occupies
one’s mind, preventing other useful pieces of
information from taking their legitimate place
therein. A kindly soul gently hinted to me
that the gritty feeling was due to parti-
cles of dust adhering to the moist, perspiring
face and not crystals. If, in the first instance,
my Chemistry teacher had said that to me,
how I would have adored him !

Light But

Bertrand Russell once remarked that if one
wanted to know the condition of the world
during Middle Ages, one should visit India !
Rather an uncharitable remark, but it was
perhaps true at the time it was made and that
was long ago. Since'the attainment of inde-
pendence, however, we have been trying to
catch up with other progressive nations and
our record during this decade has not been
unimpressive. As in other spheres, we have
made great headway in education also, and in
recent years, the number of schools and of
pupils has been steadily increasing. To give
an instance, even in our state of Madras which
has now shrunk in size considerably, there

[

I used to take great delight in reciting
verses from ‘‘Lay of the Last Minstrel,”
“Morte de Arthur,” “Casabianca” and took an
instinctive liking to Poetry. But, I am very
disappointed with the sort of poetry prescribed
for the lower classes now-a-days. If the boys
are to enthuse in poetry, it must be narrative
and not verses on abstract subjects like
«Skylark’ and “Nightingale”. But, let me be
happy and cheerful and move about in un-
fettered joy, for youth, unconcerned with the
miseries of the world, passes on, mever more
to come. Why make that happy period un-
happy by a heavy arid dull syllabus ?

My purpose in consenting to contribute an
article to this Souvenir was the selfish
motive of cashing my idea, almost an obsession
with me, that the hours of scheols and colleges
must be changed, that a tearing and raging
propaganda must be undertaken to make a
free gift of the afternoons to the boys, to make
them realize the freedom that is given to them
to make the best of their lives, without cons-
tant supervision and regimentation. Just as
old Dr. Johnson requested of his Dominie
friend as a dying wish that he should set no
home work to his boys, I, moved by com-
passion for the youth of this country and con-
cern over the fit state both of their body and
mind, make this appeal to all the intelligentsia
to lend support to the reform I propose and
initiate it in actual practice in the very near
future.

Lt1.-Cor. C. R. Krisunaswami, M.S.

Serious

are over 20,000 elementary schools with over
27 lakhs of children, over 1,000 High Schools
with more than 5 lakhs of pupils, and about
50 colleges with nearly 50,000 students. Of
course, there is still considerable room for
further expansion, but the day is not far off
when we will have cent per cent enrolment of
all children of school-going age in our educa-
tional iastitutions. Wouldn’t Russell be
amazed at this tremendous progress, signs of
which are discernible in every branch of our
national life ?

_ But, let us be honest and consider a more
important aspect of education, whether quality

]




has kept pace with numbers. In the progres-
sive countries of the world like U.K. and
US.A., the psychologists have indeed been
very active and, thanks to their experiments
and findings, a good deal Of light has been
thrown on the nature and growth of children,
their learning process, their abilities and apti-
tudes, and their individual differences. SO
the traditional theories of learning have
been replaced, the curriculum reorganised and
the methods of teaching and evaluation have
undergone a radical change. Students of
pedagogy in our country have heard of them,
even studied about them but few seem to have
bothered about making an attempt to adopt
these good features in our OWR system of

education.

Perhaps, I am too severe, as we have not
certainly been very idle in this regard. The
Radhakrishnan Commission and the Secondary
Education Commission have brought out
excellent reports containing Very valuable
suggestions for the betterment of higher and
high education, and they are awaiting imple-
mentation. The Basic Education Pattern,
modified to suit the needs of the present
times, is slowly gaining ground and the entire

Government machinery is carrying on vigorcus
.propaganda to secure for it nation-wide accep-
tance. Hence, willy-nilly, it will become an
integral feature of our educational system, at
least at the elementary stage. The Neo-Basic
will not be luckily the craft-centred type but
will be activity—centred and who can quarrel
withit? In Secondary Education, great many
changes arc envisaged in the White Paper
published by the Madras Government and we
may look forward to more of multi-purpose
schools, more of equipment, and perhaps less
of Hindi and possibly of English, too. The
Central Government is also taking a hand in
this leavening process and the All-India
Councils for Secondary and Elementary Educa-
tion are trying to evolve a uniform pattern in
all the States. The University Grants Corn-
mission looks after Higher Education, but

after all, it does not affect many.

Yet we have much ground to cover. We
are still thinking of education as mere tran-

mission of social or cultural heritage without 3
present—who said learn- |
ing lags a generation behind experience?—, and |
as training for life and not life itselfi—haven't %
we set our class-room windows high enough to 2

any reference to the

shut out the world 7 We still follow the con-
ventional assignment cum recitation method
and pin our faith in the neat dissection of things
to be studied into unassociated fragments
labelled ‘subjects’.—Of course the introduction
of social studies makes a difference but how

many have grasped the real significance behind -
We haven't even touched the fringe of

it ?
the problem of evaluation with its battery of
tests of intelligence, aptitudes, achievement,
etc., and we are content with the time-
honoured verbal examinations—external and
internal—for assessing the abilities of our
pupils. Not quite fair, if

is happening in the world around one. And

what are we doing with the problem of dis- &

cipline? Ours is 2 Democracy now and there

can be no Government, not to speak of good

Government, if all sorts of irrational, anti-
social behaviour are merely winked at and not
corrected. Don’t tell me we have Citizenship
Training in the Time-table—it hasn’t a chance
when only six periods have been allotted for
English! We try to train character in an
unreligious-vacuum, as ours is a secular State
but we succeed only in letting loose wild
animal instincts—of course, there are others
also helping in this process !

Let us cry halt and take stock—let us put
the house—or school—in order. We may find
thinking a slow process for which we have no
time to spare, but let us at least borrow the
good ideas from others—there’s quite a crop
of them, for example, in the systems of educa-
tion in the U.S.A., where there is no dearth of
anything good (or bad) and let us train our
pupils to be worthy participants in this Great
Republic of India, that is, Bharat.

M. DURAISAMY, M.A., M.Ed,,

Co-ordinator, Extension Services, Annamalas

University.
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A Humble Tribute to My Master

The responsibilities of teachers are, perhaps,
the most onerous, for teachers mould the
future citizens of the land. The real teacher
has to climb down to the level of the taught,
and raise them to the required standard. It
is hardly difficult to make a clever boy
cleverer. But it isreally a task to create
interest in a subject which a student shuns.
Only a born teacher achieves this.

My school days were in the later twenties.
My father complained that the standard of
education had deteriorated.  After two
decades I now find a further deterioration in
standards than in my own days. However,
I had the good fortune to spend my high
school years under a band of teachers who
took a paternal interest in their students. It
is impossible for me to express in words all
that I owe to those noble souls One of them,

indeed, is enthroned in my heart. He is
Mr. V. S. Gopalakrishna Ayyar, who has
recently retired after a long career as Head-
master, Sir M. Ct M. High School. He was in
those days our popular Mathematics teacher.
Calm, unperturbed, and unostentatious, he
took pleasure in his work. In the school or
out of it, he was always accessible to us.

To revwal a personal experience, he once
rebuked me for my low marks in Mathematics,
and asked me to attend more closely to his
approach to problems. I followed his advice,
and we both were happy about the results by
and by.

I pray that God may endow him with long
life, health, wealth and prosperity.

R. VENKATA Rao,
Old Boy.

Unforgettable Sri V. S. Gopalakrishna lyer

I am the son of a School-master. I have
always had the greatest admiration for the
teacher and for the teaching profession,
Teachers may be classified into three groups :
the Pedagogue who has the capacity to thrust
down the throats of pupils whatever he has
got to say under threat and thereby either
gets the student moulded or spoiled. In the
second category comes the scholar who knows
all about all things but who cannot express
himself suitably and thereby proves a failure.
The third category is the born teacher who
has material and knows how to use it and
make his students learn without much strain.

I have known Mr. V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer
as the Headmaster of Sir M. Ct. Muthiah
Chettiar High School. He belongs, doubtless,
to the last category. From what Iknow of
him as a religious lecturer, I am sure that he
has been an ideal teacher 1 was closely associ-
ated with him in the Sanmarga Sabha,
Purasawakam.

His discourses were always very interesting
to the audience and, in particular, to the
common man. Itis in the fitness of things
that he is honoured by ove and allin this
locality. His genial temperament, unassum-

ing nature and gift of expression are all
matters to be placed on record in letters
of gold.

Sr1 K. SRINIVASAN.
Advocate.

I owe a deep and sincere debt of gratitute
to Mr. V. S. Gopalakrishna Iyer who was solely
responsible for my education and my present
position in Jife. He always extended a helping
hand to deserving boys who were not in
affluent circumstances to prusecute their stu-
dies. Without publicity, he worked for the
School in single-minded devotion to its welfare.
One is filled with wonder and awe as one con-
templates the amount of work which this great
man did to bring the institution to its present
position. THe has a saintly disposition which,
coupled with his great intellectual gifts, wins
for him the admiration and attachment, rever-
ence and love, of one and all who come in any
kind of contact with him. May God bless him
with health, wealth, and happiness in his
well-deserved retirement !

T. A. SIVASUBRAMANIAN,
An Old Boy.
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FAREWELL ADDRESS

PRESENTED TO

Srr V. S. GOPALAKRISHNA AIYAR, B.A,, L.T.,
HEADMASTER,

Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Cheltiar High School, Purasawakam,
by the pupils of the School.

Revered and dear Sir,

We are meeting to-day on the eve of your retirement from the Headmastership of
our School. " On this solemn and momentous occasion, we offer you our most sincere homage

of love, gratitude and reverence. It is not for us, boys, to enlarge on your great qualities

of head and heart. Yet, out of the fullness of our hearts, we beg to express our feelings.

As a beacon of light and learning, you have served, for nearly four decades, two
generations of people in and around this locality. Not a few of us are children and
grandchildren of your old students. The filial affection that your name evokes everywhere
does fill us with pride and joy. Nevertheless, we know that you deserve nothing less.
For, we are the constant witnesses of your devotion to Nishkamya Karma, your concern for
the welfare of those under your care, and your ceaseless labours for the prosperity of our
school.

A life without ideals, they say, is a ship without a chart, a lamp with no oil, wick
or spark. It is our good fortune that we have in you an ideal Satpurusha, an embodiment
of wisdom, goodness, godliness, dignity, integrity, simplicity and humility. Your words
of caution and advice, flowing through the microphone, and resounding all over the
quadrangle, as if from Heaven aloft, have been the call of a great sentinel, urging us to

n6ble pursuits. Your exhortati@ﬁwﬁﬁ%____( line, and development of character
Tias taken deep root-in our minds. Through precept and example, gentle reproof and

uiet, endearing sympathy, you have instilled in us respect for Sishtachara, and helped us
to Tace our problems with courage and good cheer.

We are, therefore, grateful to Providence for having wafted us unto your protecting
wings in the formative, impressionable period of our lives. We assure you, Sir, that what
we have imbibed here will bear ample fruit when we go forth into the world to play our
allotted parts. In that faith and confidence, we now solicit your blessings. It will ever
be our duty and privilege to cherish your revered memory, as also that of our Alma Mater,
which is a worthy monument of your dedicated life.

Tt is our fervent prayer to the Almighty that your life as a Vanaprastha may be
blessed with an ever increasing abundance of wealth, strength, peace and happiness.

Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti!—Jai Hind!

We remain,
Purasawakam, REVERED AND DEAR SIR,

Madras : 5-4-1957. Your sTuDENTS OF SIR M. Ct. M. HicH ScHoOL.
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AN ADDRESS OF GRATEFUL APPRECIATION

PRESENTED BY

THE PUBLIC OF MADRAS

To

M.R.Ry. V. S. GOPALAKRISHNA AIYAR Avergal,
Retired Headmaster, Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chettiar High School, Purasawakam, Madras-7

Beloved Sir,

Thirty-five years have fleeted—to us 35 short years —since that happy day
in the summer of 1922 when you joined the staff of the C. R. C. High School and
granted us the privilege of knowing you at first hand. To day we see you retiring
from active teaching work, though, happily for us, your ardent friends and
admirers, your retirement from the scene of your professional labours does not
mean your departure from our midst. On the occasion of your retirement, we
have great pleasure in registering our grateful appreciation of your services to the
public of this city. - :

To such among us as have listened to you ia the classtoom, your services
have been as incalculable in number as invaluable in quality. You shaped their
minds and, what was far morc important, you nourished them in moral health.
One of the ancient poems of this ancient land records that the name of Sage
Varatantu, the teacher of young Kauises, as readily compelled respect in the royal
palace as the brilliance of the young bachelor’s learned forehead excited admi-
ration. Sir, your old pupils find that the mention of your name as the fashioner

of their minds and morals is their sure passport to consideration and regard on
all hands.

To those of us who have not sat in your classes, you have been a never-
failing friend, counsellor and confidant. Whether as Headmaster granting
admission to our wards in your school or as educationist recommending suitable
pursuits in life to those that sought your advice, or as a spiritual guide invited to
illumine the city audiences on the intricacies and mysteries of the BRAHMA-
SUTRAS or the UPANISHADS, of the GITA or the YOGAVASISTAM, you have

always complied with requests with the air of a person receiving a favour rather
than bestowing one.

A good many among us have often asked ourselves, “Has this gentleman,
this retiring headmaster, ever turned a man out of countenance ? Has he ever
uttered a harsh word or entertained an unworthy thought? Has he ever shown
temper?” On all such occasions we have remembered the Lord’s words in the
GITA, ‘He who never hurts the world and whom the world can never hurt
commends himself to my heart! ”  In the words of the thoughtful prince in the
play, you are one of those blessed people,

Whose blood and judgment are so well commingled
That they are not a pipe for fortune’s finger
To play what step she pleases.

Beloved Sir, we can fill volumes with our sentiments of affection and
gratitude in this regard. But we shall confine ourselves to the space permitted
by convention to addresses of this kind and conclude by invoking on you if
only in enlightened self-interest—the blessings of the Giver of All Good in a

measure proportionate toour gratitude for your services in the past and to our
need for your-services in the future.

Purasawakam,) - We beg to remain,
9—II—1957. Your ardent and grateful friends,
THE PuBLIC OF MADRAS,




Farewell Address
PRESENTED TO
Sr1 V. S. GOPALAKRISHNA AIYAR, B.A, LT,
Headmaster, Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chettiar High School, Purasawakam.
By Members of the Staff.

« For all Thy Saints, O Lord,
Who strove in Thee to live,
Who followed Thee, obeyed, adored,

Our grateful hymn receive.
For this Thy name we bless,
And humbly beg that we
May follow them in holiness,
And live and die in Thee.”

REVERED AND DEAR SIR,

The foregoing words of a great poet sus-
tain us on this occasion, which is not only
memorable, but also charged with varied,
‘ntense emotions in our minds to-day. The
public of Purasawakam have, with one
voice, acclaimed your services to two gene-
rations. Stalwarts in the various learned
professions have paid glowing tributes to
vour distinction as an eminent scholar and
a great Headmaster. Popular journals like
«Ananda Vikatan” and “Kalki”, enjaying
a reputation as true mirrors of public
opinion, have hailed you as 2 venerable
Kulapati. Above all, we recall  with
immense gratification the recognition of
your stature as an educationist by the
Government of Madras, who, not long ago,
sought your counsel and guidance for
Elementary Education Reform. The pri-

vileged participants in your labours for the

good of the school, we have also been con-
otant witnesses to your steadfast adherence
to principles and exemplary rectitude and
nobility of character, so indispensable to a
steward entrusted with the destinies of
thousands of the nation’s children.

Your transparent sincerity, and deep,
genuine concern for our welfare have
{ouched a chord in every heartand nurtured
in us an abiding love and reverence for

your noble self, and a sense of devotion and

Joyalty to our school. We assure you, Sir,

PURASAWAKAM, |
9-11-1957.

{hat it will always be our endeavour to
profit by the ideals of discipline and effi-
ciency we have imbibed from your illustrious
example, so that we may cherish and
worthily carry on the traditions which you
did so much to build up.

To little, idle minds, retirement is

synonymous with being put on the shelf,
leading, often enough, to supine inanition
and disintegration of mind and body. What
a contrast the pattern of your life presents!
You have spurnad the ease and comfort
that retirement affords as unworthy of a
servant of humanity, and dedicated the
evening of your life to selfless service in a
number of spheres. We are, therefore,
very fortunate, indeed, to have you still in
our midst—an old Nestor, ripe with age
and wisdom, ready to share with us the
fruits of your vast, rich experience. Our
tribute of homage, Sir, may not be com-
plete without a reference to your ceaseless
activities to expound our ancient Dharma
and the great, eternal truths imbedded in
our sacred, classic lore in general, and
in the philosophy of SRI SANKARA
BHAGAVATPADA in particular.

It is our earnest prayer to Providence
that you may be blessed with a long life of
perfect health and strength, and that in the
fullness of time we may celebrate your
Sathabhishekam in a manner befitting your
great and glorious life.

We beg to remain,
Revered and Dear Sir,

Your devoted servants in the cause of education,
The Members of the Staff, Sir M. Ct. Muthiah Chetiiar

High School, Purasawakam.
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STAFF OF SIR M. CT. M. BOYS’ HIGH SCHOOL
Bidding good-bye to the retiring Headmaster,




SRI V. S, GOPALAKRISHNA AIYAR FAREWELL COMMITTEE
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